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SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH

HISTORY
The Catholic congregation of Coloma worshipped on this ground since the early gold rush.  This church was opened in 1858, replacing a log church built two years earlier.  On the morning of April 20th 1858, a dedication procession made its way up Piety Hill from the town, led by Father Largan of Placerville.  Mass and dedication ceremonies followed.

After 1860, this little church fell into disrepair as the fortunes of Coloma declined and the congregation dwindled.  In the late 19th century the building was repaired, and was rededicated as St. Joseph's Church in 1890.  Again the structure fell into decay, and in 1921 it had to be practically rebuilt.  Regular services ceased 10 or 20 years later, and local Catholics went to mass in Placerville.

On April 30th 1969 the Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento deeded the dilapidated structure to the State of California as a gift.  In 1972 the State Park and the community, working in partnership, under-took a restoration of the building.  The Bekeart family of San Francisco gave leadership in this effort, descendants of Jules Francois Bekeart who built the gunsmith shop in the town below.  Statues and Stations of the Cross dating from the mid-19th century were acquired, pews polished, and the altar furnished.  The free-standing bell tower was restored and carries the original bell that the parish had ordered cast in Sheffield England in 1860.The cross on the roof of the church appears to be of an Austrian design.

The cemetery directly behind the church contains at least 77 graves, some dating back as far as 1850.  Among them is that of Mr. Louis Wintermantle, who owned the Miner’s Hotel.

Wintermantle had a pact with James Marshall that the survivor would plant a rose on the grave of the first one to die.  Careful visitors can identify Wintermantle’s grave by the rose Marshall planted in February 1895, six months before his own death.

