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THE EMMANUEL CHURCH
HISTORY
The Coloma Methodist-Episcopal church was organized in 1850, making it one of the oldest such congregations in California.  The location of the first Episcopal Church is unknown.  The first Methodist Church was located on Sacramento Street, (AKA: Highway 49).  Later, the Methodists worshipped at the I.O.O.F. Hall and elsewhere, with varying success.

This structure was begun in 1855 and completed in 1856 as an Episcopal Church.  By that time Coloma had become the central point in a circuit district that embraced Diamond Springs, Coloma Springs, Uniontown (now Lotus) and Coloma.  The Coloma congregation was large in the early days, but fell off steadily as people continued to move away.

In 1921, the building became the property of the Methodist Church.  The Methodists restored the structure and made extensive improvements.  It remained an active Methodist Church until 1963.  In that year, the structure was deeded to the State Division of Beaches and Parks at the California-Nevada Annual Conference of the Methodist Church.

Since 1963 the Emmanuel Church has continued to be maintained with care and respect for historic accuracy by the California State Park System.

This church is a testimony to the importance of religion in rural California communities and its attractive lines continue to grace the town.

