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Historic Church Use Rules
PARK DOCENTS are trained volunteers, dedicated to the Park’s interpretive programs; they are an invaluable resource to the continuance of the historical churches being available for public use; they will oversee adherence to the Historic Church Use Rules.  

Please inform your guests and vendors that their complete cooperation with our Docents will ensure that the ceremony will not be interrupted by the State Park Ranger, canceled and/or that the cleaning/damage deposit is forfeited. Please respect these guidelines, preserving the history of these historic churches for future generations.

We are sure that your dealings with our Park Docents will be pleasurable.  
ABANDONED BELONGINGS:  Any item(s) left following your event will be held for 30 days and will then be disposed of in accordance with park policy.  A portion or all of your cleaning/damage deposit may be retained to cover disposal cost.
ARRIVAL TIME:  Arrival time is one and one-half hours prior to the scheduled event.  If you arrive prior to your scheduled time, please wait for the Docent to arrive at the appointed time.  Please DO NOT disturb residents adjacent to the church during this waiting period.

BALCONY:  The balcony in the Emmanuel Church is NOT to be used for guest seating.
However, the balcony will accommodate one photographer and up to 3 vocalists.  

COLOMA COUNTRY INN:  During your event, please be aware of possible outdoor activities that may be taking place at the Coloma Country Inn, located on the corner of High Street and Church Street. We work closely with the Innkeepers of this establishment to ensure that their guests will not interrupt your ceremony.  We would like to return this courtesy by requesting your consideration of their events during your time here.  Please inform your guests.

CHURCH DOORS:  The iron gates at the entrance and the back door of the churches must be left unlocked as a fire escape route while in use.  The interior front and back doors can be closed during inclement weather.

DECORATIONS:  Only non-abrasive, padded floral hangers are to be used. No fresh or live flower petals are allowed inside or outside the churches. ABSOLUTELY NO TACKS, STAPLES, NAILS, TAPE, or BARE WIRE ALLOWED.

ELECTRICITY:  If you require electricity for your event, it is best to plan on supplying your needs via battery operated equipment. The historic churches have limited electricity available for use. The Emmanuel church has 2 outlets- one by the pulpit and one in back by the organ. 
Historic Church Use Rules…continued

FOOD / DRINK:  Food and liquids are not allowed inside the church.  Please use the trash can provided outside.  If you wish to have communion as part of your event, please discuss this prior with the Private Special Events Coordinator to make special arrangements.

FLOWERS & POTTED PLANTS:  It is essential that all flower arrangements are protected with a waterproof tray or holder.  This will help to ensure no water damage occurs to the wood interior of the historical churches.  If you or your florist arrives at the church with non-protected flowers you will be asked to leave these arrangements outside the church.
MUSIC: Amplified music is not allowed, inside or outside.  Acoustic instruments and/or “portable” CD/Tape players are acceptable, and should be battery operated.  
PARKING:  There is No Parking along Church Street; this restriction is strictly enforced.  Please inform your guests they are to park within the designated church parking lot only; the parking lot will accommodate 60 vehicles if parked correctly.  It is your responsibility to ensure that your guests do not block traffic by parking in the lot entrance, or by parking sideways taking additional spaces.  Parking lot attendants are strongly recommended to monitor, especially if a large group is expected.   
PUMP ORGANS:  The pump organs in the churches are historic antiques and are not to be moved, or otherwise handled under any circumstances.  But, these organs are in working order and may be played as part of your ceremony.  In this packet, under Vendors, there is a listing of authorized organists you may choose from.  If you wish to have an organist other than those on this listing, and who has had prior experience playing these types of pump organs, please contact the Private Special Events Coordinator to schedule an audition.

RICE / SEED / CONFETTI:  Any items that are intended to be thrown and that ultimately cause a ‘litter’ are absolutely prohibited from use inside or outside the church.  Please inform your guests.  Small containers of bubbles are permitted for guest celebration, only well away from the church premises; please ensure soap mixture does not splash onto the wooden floors, etc around the church.
SIGNS:  No temporary signs are to be posted in the park, or at park entrances.  Please provide your guests with a copy of the park map (enclosed).  Park staff will be happy to assist your guests with directions if they are having trouble finding the church location.
SMOKING:  Smoking is prohibited inside the church.  Please inform your guests to not litter the park grounds with discarded cigarettes. 
TREES:  Due to potential pest issues, live trees are not allowed inside the churches.
WINDOWS:  Windows are to be opened and closed only under the direction of the Park Docent/Park Staff; do not attempt to open windows without prior direction/approval.
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