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 The last few weeks in the park have been some of the most beautiful of the year. 
Flowers are blooming, the meadow is green, birds are singing, and the fresh, clean air       
welcomes visitors. I know everyone cannot come to the park and enjoy the wonderful sights, 
so I’m sending you a few, captured by Kathleen Young. I hope you enjoy them, and, if you get 
a chance, come to the park and enjoy the beauty of this special place in person. No matter 
what time of year it is, there is always something to see and do if you just take the time to look 
and listen.  

 

 On Saturday, May 8th, 350 LDS Church volunteers will give Coloma a “face lift” by 
painting and staining the historic buildings. This date was chosen for a statewide event, 
and over 20,000 LDS volunteers will be involved in projects to help community and state 
parks. What a gift! GDPA will provide snacks and drinks for volunteers during the event. 

May 8th is Paint the Town Day - Literally!  

Photos of the park by Kathleen Simas Young 



 

 
 
The small building, sand-
wiched between the Weller 
House and the Carriage House 
along Hwy 49, has been home 
to a many different businesses 
over the years. The latest ven-
ture is a mineral, gem, and 
fossil shop with an interpretive 
theme of “Mining Methods.” 
Some original material is on 
display from Coloma’s own 
hard rock mine.  

 
Docent Bill Wald developed a “Gem 
Mining” program for kids to find and 
identify a collection of nice rocks. This 
program is available by the Assay 
Office on most Saturdays. Rocks are 
buried in canvas bags of sand and the 
children mine them with the help of a 
rocker type table. After all the rocks 
are recovered from the bag, they are 
taken to the rock hound table for iden-
tification. Bill not only makes this a fun 
activity, but his knowledge and inter-
est in minerals makes the experience 
an education.   

Gem Mining Program at the Assay Office  

Rocker Table 
Gem Mining Rock Hound Table 

The Assay Office on Hwy 49 in Coloma - Mineral, Gem, & Fossil Shop 
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 Extracting gold from its host rock is very problem-
atic. But, as with everything, "when there's a will, there's 
a way." Because gold sticks like a magnet to mercury, 
you can imagine the huge demand for mercury during the 
gold rush. Most of us have seen mercury, or quicksilver, 
in a thermometer, but where do we get it? By far the bulk 
comes from Cinnabar, the ore from mercury.  

 To enhance gold recovery from hydraulic mining,  
liquid mercury was added to riffles and troughs in a typi-
cal sluice. The high density of mercury allowed gold and 
gold-mercury amalgam to sink while sand and gravel 
passed over the mercury and through the sluice. A valu-
able source was the Penn Mine, approximately 20 miles 

Cinnabar  

Mark Christensen 

away (today it is cov-
ered with a body of 
water...Folsom Lake). 

Cinnabar in crystal 
form is a beautiful, 
gemmy deep red.     
Because of its beauty, 
it is in most mineral 
collections. Especially 
beautiful is this red crystal growing out of snow white 
Dolimite. 

(Mark supplies minerals for our Assay Office.)  



 

 The Native Sons of the Golden West, George-
town Parlor 91, is giving back to State Parks. About 18 
months ago, a discussion with Chris Fredrick, park super-
intendent, and Native Sons members, Fritz Erhardt and 
Mike Okey, developed into a plan to rehabilitate the “Old 
Beer Garden” and approval was obtained from the state 
early this year. The site was originally built in the 1950s 
and is located across the street from the Coloma Post 
Office and adjacent to the Weller House.  

 Russ Sharp, Kurt Fiedler, and Fritz have com-
pleted the tear down and clean up of the old structure. 
The new wood is all indigenous to El Dorado County and 
was donated by Jeff Shirts. Jim Warnez provided the mill-
ing equipment so Bill Arsenith and Dennis Aufenkamp 
could mill the wood. The new lattice is taking shape and 
completion is expected by late spring. The new structure 
should provide enjoyment for visitors now and for future 
generations. Come to the park later this spring, have a 
picnic, and enjoy the new Beer Garden. 

Beer Garden  

 Fritz Erhardt In Memory of Shirley Norma Grosche  

Past GDPA President (1999-2000 & 
part of 2002) died March 20, 2010.  
As docent at MGDSHP, Shirley was 
known as the “Trunk Lady,” and was 

an expert on the women’s roles in 
the westward pioneer movement of 

America.  
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 As I sit watching the rain outside, having missed all the fun yesterday for the sec-
ond Saturday event, I wonder how I could make things more interesting for our volunteers. 
No, I’m not getting a Neil Diamond impersonator for the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. 
“So, besides Neil Diamond and food, what else would our volunteers enjoy?” I asked my-
self. “Well, E, what do you like?” Then I had it...“Traveling,” I said out loud. “Yeah, traveling 
to other parks! For the docents, traveling to other parks in period dress and interpreting to 
park visitors must be it!” 

 For you travelers out there, I have an event near (Georgetown) and far (San Juan 
Bautista). Georgetown is having its annual Founders Day event on September 19th from 
10:00 am to 3:30 pm (yes, I consider Georgetown a traveling affair – you are not in Coloma 
anymore). They are looking for docents to do their thing (as opposed to shake their thing I 
assume….). San Juan Bautista Mission is having a living history tent town (like CGRL!) on 
June 19th and 20th of this year and would love to have you come on down. They will let us 
camp at the Mission (if in our period tents), or at the group camp in Fremont Peak State 
Park.   

Let me know if you are interested, and I’ll get the van warmed up. I’m already packed! 

Do You Travel with your Period Dress?  

Ranger Eric Carter 

 We wish a warm welcome to Margie Erhardt as 
Retail Operations Manager of the Gold Rush Mercan-
tile. Margie started April 7th, right in the beginning of 
the school rush season. She has lots of experience 
with waves of fourth graders since she ran the conces-
sion contract for Bekeart Gun Shop for the past several 
years. We are sorry to see her concession end, but we 
are glad to have her join our staff. 

 We would like to express our appreciation for 
the two years that Cynthia Allen spent in the store. She 
stepped up at a critical time and took the job when 
asked to do so. Cynthia has been a great asset and we 
look forward to her continuing to volunteer in park. 

 The cemetery committee needs 
new or used artificial flowers for decorating 
the graves in our two cemeteries. Any    
donation would be very much appreciated. 
Please call 622-6198 or email             
broderickhouse@marshallgold.org.   

Changes in the Mercantile  

Board of Directors 

Cemetery Decorations  



 

 At long last, construction has begun on the 
makeover of the historic Williams House located in      
Coloma’s Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park. 
One of 36 historic structures within the park, the Thomas 
Hansford Williams House is one of the oldest, built be-
tween 1853 and 1856, one of the reasons it qualified for a 
federal “Save America’s Treasures” (SAT) grant. It is also 
one of the most unique, in that its idiosyncratic floor plan 
and French Colonial allusions were quite rare in the Gold 
Rush-era of California.  It also represents technological 
significance in the original and secondary construction, 
which includes first-growth timber boards surpassing 20 
inches wide (one might speculate these are possibly a 
product of the original Coloma sawmill), sturdy balloon 
framing, and skillful conjoining of the log and frame con-
struction. There is also evidence that some of the hand-
hewn logs in the south wing of the house were salvaged 
from the first jail in Coloma, upon its demise. Was this 
due to the “parsimonious” reputation of Mr. Williams, or 
was he simply a very early fan of the “reduce, reuse, re-
cycle” mentality for which California is now known?  Re-
gardless, it became clear upon the acquisition of the 
property by California State Parks in the late 1990s that 
the Williams House was one of the most, if not the most, 
severely threatened structures in the park. Something 
needed to be done, and soon. Unfortunately, due to a 
number of issues, not the least of which included avail-
able resources, the downturn in the economy, changes in 
staffing at State Parks and other issues out of our control, 
it wasn’t until 2009 that the project went out to bid, and 
until April 5th of this year that the construction got under-
way. We are thrilled that this project has commenced, 

Williams House Stabilization  

Crystal Barber 
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Volunteer Appreciation  

Ranger Eric Carter 

 Hi everyone and welcome to your yearly volun-
teer appreciation luncheon update. (They can’t make me 
speak publicly before noon, according to my contract, or 
we would have a Breakfast-eon.)  

 This is just a reminder for those who don’t check 
their mail. If you volunteered in 2009 and logged in your 
hours, you should have gotten an invitation. Someone 
was being very nice here (and its not me) inviting anyone 
that volunteered 5 hours or more. (Remember the 8 

hours per month contract you signed – yeah well this isn’t 
remembering that part.)  This is just a thank you for being 
part of our family, and families do lunch. 

 Be sure to RSVP, like it says on the card, and let 
me know if I missed anyone – 530-295-2173. 

 Thanks again for all you do. We will see you on 
April 24th at 11:00 am for the party. (I better say it 
now,  rather than at the lunch with my mouth full.) 

and look forward to watching the project progress through 
the various stages.   

 The SAT grant and State Parks Deferred Mainte-
nance funds will be used to restore the property to a   
viable, sound structure. It will effectively halt the struc-
ture’s deterioration, remove all on-sight hazards, upgrade 
its seismic soundness, and once again make it a place 
for the public’s use and enjoyment under State Park and 
GDPA oversight. Stop by the park one of these beautiful 
spring days and watch the progress being made. It won’t 
be long now before the Williams House will once again 
showcase the type of construction that swept the State of 
California during the historic Gold Rush era.   



 

Bekeart Family History, Part 2  

Laura Bekeart Dietz 

a blessing considering what was to happen on April 19, 
1906 in San Francisco when the earthquake and fire de-
stroyed the family home and office.   

 Coloma and the gold discovery site, despite my 
family’s move to San Francisco, did not lessen their inter-
est in the preservation of what Coloma is:  the birthplace 
of the gold rush that brought hundreds of thousands of 
Americans and people from all over the world seeking 
their fortune. 

 To me, as a student of history, the significance of 
Coloma is no less important nationally than Plymouth 
Rock and Colony is to Massachusetts, or Jamestown and 
Williamsburg to Virginia. 

 The key here is that what transpired on January 
24th, 1848 made Coloma a destination so eloquently re-
flected in the voluminous writings of Dr. Kevin Starr, pre-
ceded of course by Hittell, Bancroft and others who rec-
ognized the significance of what transpired. 

 Yes, Coloma and the Marshall Gold Discovery 
(Continued on page 6) 

Continued from the March/April issue of The Golden 
Flakes.  

 Anxious to get to Coloma, he immediately 
hitched a ride on a wagon with a man from Oregon, 
reaching the gold discovery site in two days, arriving April 
10.  In describing this experience in later years, he wrote:  
..After two days of hard and muddy travel, we got there 
(Coloma), and I dug my first gold by the abandoned mill 
on the edge of the river - Sutter’s Mill.  I was delighted,  A 
good many people, Oregonians and some people of the 
“California” steamer, were camped there. 

 He took lodging in a small empty log-house and 
within a few days had lots of work gunsmithing, making 
over $100 a day in gold dust and coin.  When there was 
no work, he went down to the river and washed out sev-
eral dollars with of gold.  He states in a letter that  he 
“helped lay out the town of Coloma.” After a few months 
he built a shanty using cloth for a roof. 

 With his knowledge of Spanish, Frank was able 
to communicate with many Indians who had escaped 
from various missions and became known among them 
as “Don Francisco”.  At one point he lived with two tribes 
for a few weeks, eating acorn and pinenut mush mixed 
with dried grasshoppers, after depleting his haversack of 
biscuits and cold bacon with the help of a few Indians. 

 Leaving his shanty with two colleagues in Sep-
tember, 1849, traveled to the north fork of the American 
River. 

 After a month, and “starving to be home” he re-
turned to Coloma he carrying a  good quantity of gold.  Of 
his situation, he said in a letter, “They (nuggets) made a 
horrible face at me, for I was so weak and hungry and 
could not eat them. I would have given my biggest nug-
get for a nice, warm, home-made biscuit.  Gold is a delu-
sion when you can’t buy anything with it, and are starving 
besides.” He was definitely not alone in this experience. 

 As years passed, Frank returned East, married 
Mary Craddock and brought both his bride and his father, 
Phillippe, out to Coloma, A house was constructed be-
hind the Bekeart store (destroyed by fire in the 1920s) 
where Frank and Mary raised 3 boys and one girl.  As 
business moved toward Placerville, he tried to work in 
both places, but eventually determined that the family 
should move to San Francisco, as that was the center of 
commerce on the West Coast. 

 My grandfather, Philip Baldwin Bekeart, learned 
the business and expanded it over the years to more 
sporting goods for hunting, fishing, and even represented 
Reach baseballs, the primary supplier to baseball’s Pa-
cific Coast League.  Frank died in 1903 in San Francisco, 

Fresno Bee, January 24, 1953                                              
Sketch of Marshall, Sutter, and the gun shop in Coloma  
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Sponsors  

Park is a destination. For this great granddaughter of Co-
loma, and a byproduct of the humanity of the gold rush, I 
envision a future for Coloma that will give it the stature it 
deserves, while preserving the history, natural beauty, 
and significance to not only US history but world history. 

 Over the past several years, I have asked myself 
the question: 

 Why isn’t Coloma more like Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia?  Where is the vision that can combine the richness 
of the Marshall Gold Discovery Park with more living his-
tory?  Where is the vision to create a year round destina-
tion with a lodging and conference center that is attractive 
for meetings, seminars, conferences, etc. for groups, or-
ganizations, businesses, all of which can provide sorely 
needed jobs to El Dorado County?  Where is the vision to 
take advantage of the local resources, whether outdoor 
sports (boating, rafting, fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, 
skiing) or just enjoying  the many local wineries, muse-
ums, “Gold Bug Mine”, and nearby gold rush communi-
ties?   

 The recent state budget crisis has caused cut-
backs in staffing of the Marshall Gold Discovery Park. 
This is a time to realize that there is an opportunity here, 
limited only by our imaginations and desires as private 
citizens, to think “outside the box.” The potential exists for 
making this site a very popular destination for more 
Americans, and people from all over the world in a sensi-
tive manner while creating jobs and more economic    
security for El Dorado.   

(Continued from page 5) 

Bekeart History (Cont’d)  

 

Your Advertisement HERE 

   $25 for a business card size ad  

Contact 530 -622-6198  or                                                            
broderickhouse@marshallgold.org  
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Advocacy Day  

 On March 8th, park advocates gathered in Sacra-
mento to participate in California State Park Foundation’s 
Eighth Annual Park Advocacy Day. More than 160 partici-
pants from throughout the state met with the offices of 
119 policymakers and delivered thousands of petitions to 
the Governor’s office, sending a powerful message of 
support for California’s 278 state parks. Representatives 
from MGDSHP included Cynthia  Allen, Marjorie 
Sanborn, & Dave Allen.  

Gold Rush Mercantile  

Gold Rush Era merchandise  

Toys, Books, Gold Nugget jewelry, gold 
pans, and much more  

Located in the  MGDSHP                         
GDPA Members receive 20% discount                

 Thanks for your efforts in helping keep our ar-
chives current. As these articles are filed chronologically, 
please remember to include the date (and publisher) of 
each item. 

To “News Items Clippers”  

Frank Weingart 

The most successful people are those who are good at plan B.             
James Yorke 



 

 

Count Me IN with the GDPA!  

        Name_______________________________ 

        Address_____________________________ 

                      _____________________________ 

        Phone ______________________________ 

         Email ______________________________ 

Share your information with other members?                    
If yes, sign here________________________ 

 Would you like to volunteer?___________                    
List any special interests/hobbies/talents: 

____________________________________ 

Membership Levels  

            MGDSHP VIPP* (card required)       $   20         
 Solo Miner                                         $   30           
 Miner’s Family (2 Adults                    $   50     
 & children under 18)                                     
 Bronze                                              $  125           
 Silver                                                 $  250           
 Gold                                                  $  500           
 Benefactor                                        $1,000 

           Seniors (62+) & students (under 18)  receive 
 20% off memberships  

           Amount Enclosed  $_____________ 

Your membership is 100% tax deductible.               
Please return this form and your check to the                

GDPA, PO Box 461, Coloma CA 95613.                         

THANK YOU!  

*Restricted to volunteers in the park with 96 hours or more. 

Monroe Orchard Farmers’ Market 

Beginning June 6th, GDPA will host a weekly Farmers’ 
Market in the Monroe Orchard. Each Sunday morning 
from 8 am to noon local vendors will sell their goods.  
Parking is free for shoppers.  

For vendor information call 530-622-6198 or email 
broderickhouse@marshallgold.org. 

 

Summer Performance Series (monthly) 

Parking: Free                                                               
Cost: Donation                                                            
Time: 4:00 to 5:30 pm 

May 15—Period Music 

June 19—Rex Ruth as Fremont 

July 17—Cemetery Players 

August 21—Kimberly ShiningStar  

 

Transportation Show 

July 10th—Vintage transportation show in the park. We 
hope to include more than just cars. Any type of transpor-
tation, up to 1948, is eligible. Plans also include entertain-
ment, food, & drink. More details will be available later. 
Check the website for updates.  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed...Come help with these events and 
other park activities: 

Parking attendants  - June 5th & July 10th 

Ticket sales - SPS events (3rd Saturdays) 

Clerks - Mercantile and Mineral Shop 

 

 

Summer Events  Our membership drive continues. Cut out the membership 
application below and pass it along to help support Marshall 
Gold Discovery SHP. If you are not a member, please con-

sider joining and becoming a volunteer. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SATURDAY   MAY 8   HANDS ON HISTORY 

SATURDAY   MAY 15  SUMMER PERFORMANCE SERIES,  4:00 PM - 5:30 PM   
     PERIOD MUSIC - FREE PARKING  

TUESDAY MAY 18  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING     
     5:30 PM @ THE BRODERICK HOUSE 

SATURDAY   JUNE 5  COLOMA  BLUES LIVE! 

SATURDAY   JUNE 12  HANDS ON HISTORY 

TUESDAY JUNE 15  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING                                                  
     5:30 PM @ THE BRODERICK HOUSE 

SATURDAY   JUNE 19  SUMMER PERFORMANCE SERIES,  4:00 PM - 5:30 PM                 
     REX RUTH AS FREMONT - FREE PARKING  

MONROE ORCHARD FARMERS’ MARKET   EVERY SUNDAY MORNING                        
8:00AM - NOON,   JUNE 6 - SEPTEMBER 5,   FREE PARKING  


