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 Gold Discovery Lois Fortress

‘Museum 5y :

lopen 10 amto 3pm | Spring in Coloma means a park full of kids! It marks the beginning of our busiest time of the

Tuesday—Saturday  year, followed by summer visitors from all over the world. A lot of effort has been made in the
last month implementing some new ideas to help increase GDPA'’s income. The goal is to off-

Gold Rush Mercantile  set |ost revenue in the Gold Rush Mercantile expected due to reduced park hours and days.

-the Museum Store  are gre some of the results, so far:
open 10 am to 4 pm

Tuesday—Saturday — j A mineral store is coming to Coloma in the small house between the Carriage House and

All proceeds benefit the Weller House, once the Coloma Post Office. The building will open as an Assay Of-
Marshall Gold fice, interpreting mining methods. A variety of items made of minerals and fossils will be
Discovery State available for visitors to purchase. The assay office is expected to open early in March. If
Historic Park you are interested in minerals, you'll love this little store. Come by and see for yourself.

We need volunteers to help staff the store, so if you would like to volunteer to work a few
hours or more a week, contact the GDPA office by phone or email. Feel free to drop by

2010 GDPA the Gold Rush Mercantile and tell us when you are available.
Board of Director s

Crystal Barber
Fritz Erhardt
Lois Fortress
Talmadge Jones
Marjorie Sanborn

Assay Office

Mercantile Mineral Shop
Cynthia Allen

i i Jerry Levitt has supplied gold flakes, nuggets, and jewelry for our store and events for
Office Manager & ; . . . . .
Bookkeeper years and has agreed to increase his selection of unique gold items in the store. He do-
Robin Stepp nated a six foot display case and stocked it with eye catching pieces of gold and silver.
This should encourage visitors to take a little Coloma gold home with them.

Webmaster i Anyone heard of eBay? We started selling some gold items on eBay a few weeks ago and
Lois Fortress it has proved to be very worthwhile. Other items will be added as more time is available to
devote to this effort. Coloma’s unique merchandise, like gold nug-
gets, pressed souvenir pennies, and our blacksmith items, will be
listed in the very near future. This is a great way to educate and
market our history to others, worldwide.

Your comments and ideas are always welcome. Working together will help us through this
tough economic time.



TAsE Volunteer Opportunities

Marjorie Sanborn

Your Board of Directors has been brainstorming ideas for this year’s events
and fundraising. We will be discussing concepts with Park management and
would love to hear from you. What are your thoughts? What events would
you like to see and attend?

We are also soliciting volunteers — is there an event you would like to help
plan or sponsor? Please call any board member, or the GDPA office
(530-622-6198) with comments and offers to help! Sharing some percentage
of the income with someone willing to organize and manage one of the new
events is being discussed as a possibility. If interested, contact the office and
make a proposal. Here are a few of our ideas:

200th birthday of James Marshall (October 8th) combined with Coloma Gold Rush Live!
Antique Auction and Market

Antique Car Show/Wine and Cheese/Jazz

Fashion Show 1850s — 1930s period attire, entertaining and educational

Art in the Park

Summer performance series (monthly interpretive performances May through August)
Collaboration with other parks on events — Columbia, Sutter’s Fort, etc.

Rubicon partnership event

Weekly Farmer’s Market

Trick or Treating in historic Coloma and Halloween hay rides to the monument and cemeteries
Christmas in Coloma

Trivia Question

Bandits preyed on gold miners from the very beginning. Legend has it that one of the most famous
held up 28 stagecoaches with an unloaded gun and always said "Please" when taking people's be-
longings. Who was this famous bandit? (Answer on page 4)

Gold Discovery Day Celebration - January 23rd and 24th

Lois Fortress

During the two day event, a free clinic on pan- i Laura Bekeart Dietz - “A Coloma Family His-
ning techniques was held for children on the tory”

quarter hour, followed by free Gold Panning at _ .

Bekeart's Gun Shop. The kids took their find- i Open Historic Houses and Dutch oven open
ings to the assayer for a mining claim. Pro- fire cooking

grams included i Sutter's Mill and the Mill Workers’ Cabin in-

i “Lt. Col. Fremont and Rev. Cool on Aboli- terpretation of the gold discovery and life at

tion” that time

This was a fun and educational event. Thanks
to all the volunteers, staff, and guest speakers
that made this weekend possible.

i James Marshall “Women in Early California
History”

i “Manifest Destiny” with Mike Okey



PAGE 3

From the Mercantile

Cynthia Allen

Much appreciation to the many Coloma black-
smiths who created more that 45 styles of
items.

Due to their committed labor and high quality of
workmanship, the Gold Rush Mercantile sold
1572 of their items in 2009 with sales of more
than $7,500.

Thank you gentlemen and ladies!!

Light gray hooded sweat
shirts sporting the sawmill
logo are available in the
Gold Rush Mercantile.

(Image created by
Joann Allen)

‘ Today is the tomorrow that you worried about yesterda i

Blacksmiths Produce Hinges for the Mormon Cabin

Mark Kochan

In December of 2009 volunteers working in the
Mormon Cabin with Park Staff requested a set
of six (6) hinges for a custom cabinet that had
been built by them to be used in the cabin. The
dimensions of the original hinges were to be

6 X 8 inches.

The first attempt was reviewed and it was deter-
mined that a larger more traditional style was
called for. The larger hinges would provide
more support. Two hinges per door rather than
three were made and should be easier to line-
up and we hope should prevent binding when
installed.

The photo below shows the approximate posi-
tion. The long hinge will support both front pan-
els on each side. The taller side hinge should
provide better support for the weight of the big
doors when open. The blacksmiths provided
three 1/2 foot long pins to help align the hinges,
to be replaced with the short removable pins
after the hinges are installed. They reworked
carriage bolts by reshaping and hammering to
create the traditional hand made look. The fac-
tory finish was filed off to avoid metal poisoning
and contamination. The hinges were made by
shop lead Mark Kochan with the assistance of
apprentices John Hess and Robert Meyer.



PAGE 4 Booklet Available Thanks to Laura Bekeart Dietz Donation

Cynthia Allen

THE SAWMILL OF DESTINY
1847--1852
A brief history of the famous sawmill that started
the California Gold Rush
By Donovan Lewis

“This fascinating true story is about the most eventful partnership ever to take place in the history of
California. It began in New Helvetia (now Sacramento) as a simple business venture between pio-
neer entrepreneur, John A Sutter, and one of his trusted associates, James W. Marshall, a handy-
man, carpenter and erstwhile millwright. Sutter needed more lumber than his sawpit sawyers could
provide, so in 1847, he entered into a partnership with Marshall to build a water-powered sawmill in
the nearby foothills.”

Thus, begins this small 28 page booklet graced with many pictures of people and places important
to Coloma. The inside back cover is a reproduction of the public notice of “Administrator’s Sale of
Personal Property” regarding the “Estate of James W. Marshall, Deceased, the discoverer of gold in
California.”

Due to the generosity of Ms. Laura Bekeart Dietz, the booklet is now available in the Gold Rush Mer-
cantile for $5.00. Ms. Dietz is of the lineage of Jules Francois Bekeart who crossed the Isthmus of
Panama to venture to California in 1849. From San Francisco he trudged to Coloma to open a gun
store (the current brick building known as “Bekeart’s Gun Shop”). We appreciate her commitment to
the preservation of Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park and the rich history that surrounds

this location. Thank you, Laura!

Park Advocacy Day Volunteer Appreciation

_ Mark Michalski
Park Advocacy Day gives park advocates the

opportunity to gather together in Sacramento to Please mark Saturday April 24" as
stand up for California’s 278 state parks. The the day we're having our Volun-

day will be spent meeting with policymakers to teer Appreciation Dinner here in
discuss the challenges facing state parks and Coloma.
the need for their action.

Other details will be finalized soon, and we will
Call the Gold Rush Mercantile, 530-622-6198, put them in the news letter, the next Golden
for information about carpooling. Flakes, and on the association website.

8th Annual Park Advocacy

Day Answer: Black Bart.

Monday, March 8, 2010 Charles Bolton, a.k.a. Black Bart, was a self-styled high-
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. wayman and poet who wasn't captured until 1883.

Sacramento, CA Juaquin Murietta has sometimes been romanticized as
the Robin Hood bandit of the period.
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Bekeart Family History, Part 1

Laura Bekeart Dietz

Coloma’s gold rush gunsmith, Frank Bekeart,
almost didn’t make it to California in 1849. He
had already avoided death at least twice.

Born (1822) in Birmingham, England, Frank at a
young age boarded a ship with his father,
brother, and sister headed for New York (1836).
His mother had passed away, and his father
was overwhelmed with debt. The trip was al-
most fatal as the ship was severely damaged
by an Atlantic storm that left it adrift. The cur-
rents took the stricken craft to the shores of
Bermuda, rescuing all aboard. Escaping death,
and grateful to the Almighty, the ship was re-
paired, and the voyage continued to New York.

Frank, needing work, apprenticed at the Hall
Co., located on Staten Island, where he learned
gunsmithing, a craft that would be his trade for
life. Eager to experience life, he joined the Sec-
ond Volunteer Mississippi Regiment which was
part of the troops under the command of Jeffer-
son Davis and his brother. Later his regiment
was merged under the command of General
Zachary Taylor in northeastern Mexico. During
a Mexican Army sneak attack, he was wounded
in the leg with a lance and which, fortunately,

did not kill him. He stayed with his regiment;
and after the war ended, landed in Comargo,
Mexico, where word of some kind of gold dis-
covery in California was prevalent. However, he
refused an early discharge. The regiment re-
turned via New Orleans and Vicksburg.

Reuniting with his father, Phillippe, in New York,
he sailed with 4 men from Massachusetts to
Panama. Frank wrote, while on the Isthmus of
Panama, “We had no desire to stay (at Chagres
Bay) for if we went to sleep there, the fever
would possibly nip us before morning, so | hired
two native covered boat to take is up the river.”

The forest animals howled and shrieked at night
keeping Frank and his companions awake
nearly all night. One of the five always kept
watch to be sure that the local natives were not
tempted to rob them of their property.

At one point, frustrated with their lack of pro-
gress, Frank decided to hire a native “to pilot
my path” through the jungle to the city of Pa-
nama. His comrades told him he’d be killed,
but he wrote later: “An old soldier like me could
not be daunted.”

(Continued on page 7)

GDPA Receives 2009 Historic Preservation Award

Lois Fortress

The El Dorado Chamber of Commerce awarded GDPA and the Lotus-Coloma Chamber of Com-
merce the 2009 Historic Preservation Award at an honorary dinner on January 20th.

The association’s effort to keep the park open last year
when it was threatened with closure was stated as the rea-
son for selecting the co-recipients.

Along with the award, the following Certificates of
Recognition were presented to GDPA:

i 4th District Assemblyman, Ted Gaines

i State Senator, Dave Cox

i Congressman, Tom McClintock

(Plague inscription should read Gold Discovery Park Association)
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Blacksmiths Present Plaque

Mark Kochan

A big thank you to the London Foundation
from the Coloma Blacksmith Shop.

The Coloma Blacksmiths thanked the London
Foundation for their generous donation with this
framed photograph of the Coloma Shop. The
photo was taken by Marrianne Bush and is
used with her permission. A small plaque was
added to the frame to identify the Coloma Shop
in stamped iron. The back of the frame was
signed by the Coloma smith's.

Valerie London
receives a photo-
graph of the
Coloma shop
from Blacksmith
lead Mark
Kochan to thank
her for her
foundation’s
generous
donation.

Weddings in the Park

Marjorie Sanborn

Our historical churches have long been a draw
to the park for weddings. Management of the
churches was recently turned over to GDPA.
We will be making a concerted effort to further
market the availability of the churches and have
made some changes designed to make it easier
to book the churches.

The Emmanuel Church rents for $750 and
St. John’s Church for $600.00.

You can now find contact and rental information
online at www.marshallgold.org. In days to
come, we will be designing and printing bro-
chures, and will be represented at coming bridal
shows and local events.

Kathleen’s Perspective

Lois Fortress

A new feature was

added to the web-

site...a blog by Kath-

leen Young. She will

be sharing her

thoughts and experi-

ences in the park

with us. To read her

blog, visit our website at www.marshallgold.org
and click on the BLOG image on the right side
of the homepage.

This is Kathleen’s goal in her own words.
“When I'm out and about in the Park or ceme-
teries | have the opportunity to meet interesting
people and experience mindful moments with
the diverse inhabitants tucked away in the
nooks and crannies of this beautiful little spot
that for a few years, for better or for worse, was
the center of the world. I'm hoping that sharing
these stories will encourage people to come
here for the first time, and interest those who
have been here before in returning to be curi-
ous about what is still here to be discovered.”

An added bonus is Kath-
leen’s nature photogra-
phy in the park. They will
warm your heart and put
a smile on your face.

Man Lee Store

Deer emerging from under the Weller House
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Bekeart History
Use the application below to help boost GDPA
(Continued from page 5) membership. Cut it out and pass this form along to
friends and family to help support Marshall Gold
Discovery SHP. If you are not a member, please
consider joining and becoming a volunteer.

When his companions caught up with him three
days later in Panama City, Mr. Holden, his com-
panion , had letters of introduction to the Ameri-
can Consul Mr. Nelson who invited the group to
dine with his family. There Frank made Nel-
son’s Spanish wife laugh heartily at his less
than perfect Spanish grammar while the men
whiffed cigarettes.

Count Me IN with the GDPA!

While waiting for the SS Oregon to take them
up to San Francisco (aka Yerba Buena), a hun-
dred or so paraded on the streets “in good or-
der with the American flag” on Washington’s
Birthday, shouting and singing national airs,”
Frank wrote. The native barefooted soldiers
stayed in their barracks giving possession of
the city to the American revelers.

Name

Address

Phone

Email

As the days passed in Panama City, more gold
seekers arrived with no tickets for transport
from Panama. “Anything that would float was
outfitted for the difficult journey and as Frank
observed: “Many never reached Yerba Buena
and are lying among the coral groves and mer-
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: Share your information with other members?
|
|
|
|
|
|

maids of the deep sea, rash and foolish peo- :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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If yes, sign here

Would you like to volunteer?
List any special interests/hobbies/talents:

ple.... little prepared in money and provisions.” Membership Levels

Finally, he entered the bay on April 1, 1849 MGDSHP VIPP* (card required)  $ 20

about 4:00 PM.

Solo Miner $ 30
The next day he and some companions se- e ey (2 Aallis $ 50
cured travel by sailboat from a Mr. Ross of the & children under 18)
American or Russian Fur Trading Company and Bronze $ 125
took off for Sacramento. The disparate depths Silver $ 250
of the water created problems, and the weather Gold $ 500
at times quite chilling. The men, to stay warm, Benefactor $1,000

all wanted to row as much as possible. . :
P Seniors (62+) & students (under 18) receive

It took three days; every stroke of the oars put- 20% off memberships (except the VIPP level)
ting Frank so much closer to his destination.
One of Frank’s companions had a brother who
worked for General Sutter. Invited to “quarter”
at the fort, Frank recalled, “The General treated
us most royally, slaughtering extra sheep for
our benefit, and giving us wine from his vine-

yard. A fine old fellow was General Sutter.”

Amount Enclosed $

Your membership is 100% tax deductible.
Please return this form and your check to the
PO Box address located on the front of this form.

THANK YOU!

—To be continued in the next Golden Flakes. *Restricted to volunteers in the park with 96 hours or more.



DATES TO REMEMBER

THURSDAY MARCH 11 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 6 PM TO 8 PM @ MUSEUM
SATURDAY MARCH 13 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 10 AM TO 12 PM @ MUSEUM
SATURDAY MARCH 13 HANDS ON HISTORY

THURSDAY MARCH 16 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM

@ THE BRODERICK HOUSE
- SATURDAY APRIL 10 HANDS ON HISTORY

- THURSDAY APRIL 20 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM
@ THE BRODERICK HOUSE

: SATURDAY APRIL 24 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCH



