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Mother Nature vs. Christmas in Coloma

Crystal Y. Barber

If it weren’t for the fact that we are in a serious drought situation, the rain that fell upon Christ-
mas in Coloma would have been a total washout, so to speak. As it was, there wasn’t a lot of peo-
ple who were willing to brave the elements on Saturday; those who did attend were bundled up in a
way that rivaled Randy, the younger brother in A Christmas Story (Remember?). His arms wouldn’t
go down to his sides ‘cause his snow suit made him look like a brightly colored Michelin man!).
However, after my wonderful experience with Coloma Gold Rush Live! in October, | was willing to
take my chances. So, after a quick 5 miles out on the trails at Lake Natoma, Eric arrived and we
made our way, via the Nugget Market in EI Dorado Hills, up Lotus Road to Marshall Gold Discovery
Park. We were amazed at how many trees and large branches had come down in the storm. Pock-
ets of snow were scattered up and down Lotus Road, remnants of the storm that turned El Dorado
County into a winter wonderland. We arrived mid-day and were once again assigned to the Sawmill
Parking Lot. Considerably quieter than CGRL, Eric and | took turns manning the ticket booth — while
| worked, he wandered down the path to the river, and while he worked, | almost got run over by a
reindeer! Well, not a reindeer exactly, but a huge buck that came crashing through the trees. We
saw each other at the same moment and fortunately he decided to veer around me and gave me a
wide berth as he took off toward the sawmill — what a beautiful creature, and, just one more reason
to enjoy this beautiful park.

Rather than hazarding the drive back to Folsom, we had decided to stay in Coloma and spent
a wonderful evening in the Rose Room of the Coloma Country Inn. While the electricity did go off
several times throughout the evening, we were warm and cozy and had plenty of goodies purchased
at Nugget Market earlier in the day, which we enjoyed while sipping a wonderful 2007 Rhombauer
zinfandel — heaven! In the morning, there was plenty of hot water for a shower, hot coffee, and am-
ple amounts of stuffed French toast, apple/peach/passion fruit juice, and sausage for the meat-eater
in the family.

After check-out, we meandered back to Christmas in Coloma. It wasn’t raining and there
were considerably more people in attendance than on Saturday. | had the privilege of joining Gary

(Continued on page 8)

Christmas in Coloma

Julie Bauer

Christmas in Coloma proved to be an
amazing weekend, despite a few rain-
drops. We had all the usual favorites — Santa
and Mrs. Claus, wreath making, children’s
crafts, live music, roasted chestnuts, carriage
rides, and of course, dozens of unique ven-
dors. The Coloma post office once again com-
missioned a special postmark to commemorate
the weekend. Letters to Santa were picked up
by the Pony Express and delivered to Santa
personally. After the crazy, snowy, icy (and
mostly power-free) week we experienced just
prior to the event, our customary big pile of
snow seemed a little anticlimactic but still much
appreciated and enjoyed!

Congratulations to Teri Peterson of Teri’s
Stained Glass who won the Best Decorated
Booth contest! She braved the damp weather,
brought her fine wares and festive booth, and
won a refund of her booth fee.

A HUGE thank you to everyone involved
in planning, volunteering at the event, set-up
and take down, and decorating our town streets
and buildings. The Gold Discovery Park Asso-
ciation and the Marshall Gold Discovery State
Historic Park worked side-by-side to bring this
special tradition to our community. It took doz-
ens of dedicated people to make this event
happen - THANK YOU to each and every one!



Voices From the Past
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- SARAH’S QUILTING PARTY

Miss Em

Carol Verbeek had a vision---to create
an event in which women's contributions to the
history of the West be acknowledged and cele-
brated. A quilting party held in 1846 by Sarah
Armstron Montgomery provided the inspiration
for the first weekend event at MGDSHP 150
years later in 1996. Sarah came west with the
Stephen-Townsend Party of 1844-45; the first
overland emigrants to succeed in bringing their
wagons over the Sierra Nevada mountains.
Once in California, her husband was employed

by Capt. Sutter in the saw pits at the "Piney
Woods." Perhaps this is where she hosted her
quilting parties---an event important enough that
Capt. Sutter had to stay home and "hold down
the fort" while nearly everyone else attended.
What better way to celebrate women's history
than to hold a sesquicentennial quilting party in
honor of Sarah and the other women of early
California?

(Continued on page 5)

The Bubble Analogy

Gary Lyons, Park Superintendent

For this simple analogy | imagine my
daughter Avery. She is blowing bubbles in
Colorado with her mom. She doesn’t know or
care much about how bubbles work, she just
likes them. Avery’s bubbles grow as she blows
into them. The bubbles are made in a very thin
film of soap and water. In my analogy | see
State Parks as a bubble. The State Park bub-
ble grows as more is added to it.

| have been with State Parks for a little
over 11 years, and | have seen the bubble grow
from the inside. At Chino Hills there was the
Coal Canyon acquisition, which came with no
soap or water. In the State Parks’ bubble the
soap and water are the staff and the budget. At
Cuyamaca Rancho there was the Mac acquisi-
tion to name one of three that occurred while |
was there. At the Salton Sea there was the ac-
quisition of Indio Hills Palms, the Locke Board-
ing House in the Delta Sector and the Mt. Mur-
phy acquisition at Marshall. These expansions
of the system are only the ones | have seen at
the units | worked at. There are many others.
None of the additions to the system that | have
seen came with soap or water, much less a
budget and staff.

The park system grows due to contribu-
tions of well meaning property owners, and con-
servation organizations, such as the American
River Conservancy and Desert and Mountain

Conservancy. Some of theses pieces of prop-
erty are true jewels that should be protected and
preserved. To protect, monitor, manage, and
interpret takes staff time and money. As the
system has grown, the budget has shrunk.

Seven years ago at Cuyamaca a budget
cut that year reduced the Park Aide staffing by
50%. At the Salton Sea the Ranger staffing
went from five to one in five years. These staff
reductions were occurring while the units were
growing larger. The budget reductions in 2007
became so critical that the Salton Sea and about
40 other units were scheduled for closure, but
none of them closed.

We are a few days away from 2010, and
the budget is smaller and the stress level on the
bubble/staff is very high. When | came here, my
wife and daughter went to Colorado because we
didn’t know if Marshall was going to remain open
or close or if I was going to get a pink slip. Well,
as you all know the park remains open. We ac-
centuate the positive. The resources for manag-
ing the Parks grow thinner.

I’m going to Colorado to blow bubbles
with Avery. Itis with deep regret that | have cho-
sen to leave. Serving the people of California
and working in State Parks has been an honor
and pleasure.
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Rosemary Sterling

The special pictorial stamp cancellation
went very well this year. Approx 2724 Christ-
mas cards were sent this year with the
"Christmas in Coloma" cancellation on them.

Many asked if we would have it again next year.

Having the special cancellation added to their
annual Christmas in Coloma experience.

The cold weather kept many youngsters
in this year, so, letters to Santa were down.
But the Pony Express volunteers and horses
were happy to participate in this year’s event.
The riders were pleasant and happy to be here.
We look forward to having them visit our park in
the near future.

Please note:

Coloma Post Office will be closing at noon
Christmas Eve and New Years Eve...Dec 24
and Dec 31. All outgoing mail will be collected
at noon on these days.

Picture by Kathleen Young. Santa (Bill Arsenith) and Mrs. Claus
(Lynn Klasch) at Christmas in Coloma....oh, and our own little elf in

green, Ranger Eric Carter.

Please Save News Articles About Us

Frank Weingart

With the numerous activities taking place
at Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park
and the general interest in the area, consider-
able media attention is generated on an ongo-
ing basis. In an effort to keep track of the pub-
licity the park received, some of you have been
saving news articles which have been main-
tained in files in the Broderick House. It would
be appreciated if anyone finding articles per-
taining to the Park would save them (along with
the name of the publisher and the date pub-
lished) and drop (or mail) them off at the Brod-
erick House. Periodically these articles will be
archived and will be part of our records for fu-
ture reference.

From the editor: If you did not know, Frank
has been compiling these articles for a number
of years, and we have a wonderful collection of
newspaper articles archived in binders in the
GDPA office. Stop by and look at them some-
time. The history of Marshall Gold and GDPA
are recorded nicely there. Thank you, Frank,
another unseen, wonderful helper in our asso-
ciation.

Sunday Pony Express riders at Christmas in Coloma. Pam,
George, Buster, and Bullet.
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- SARAH’S QUILTING PARTY (Continued)

Miss Em

(Continued from page 3)

Miss Em (Vigus) and Carol had never

met. Imagine Miss Em's surprise in receiving a
phone call from Carol in Morgan Hill asking if
she would be the quilt coordinator for Sarah's
Quilting Party! Without a clue as to the amount
of time and energy it would involve, Miss Em's
reply was, "Oh, I'd love to!" Carol coordinated
the entire event, planning exhibits, getting films
and speakers. Miss Em contacted quilters, vis-
ited quilting guilds, and spread the word. That
first year 44 blocks were sent for the quilt.

The Gold Discovery Park was the perfect
place to plan and execute this new and interest-
ing historical interpretation event, and Sarah's
Quilting Party began! The first quilting party was
held on January 29, 1846, as dated by John
Sutter's letter. All went exceptionally well, and
this became the inspiration for the following 5
years of Sarah's parties.

After the first celebration, it was decided
to move Sarah's party to its own weekend in
March, in conjunction with Women's History
month. Carol immediately planned the following
5 years with themes to continue Sarah's adven-
tures and activities throughout her life. Carol
and Miss Em put these programs together over
many miles, not seeing each other from one
event to the next, communicating only by letter,
e-mail, and phone. Carol in Morgan Hill and
Miss Em in Georgetown both believed the other
would do her part. The result has been a chal-
lenging and exciting event that has provided an
awesome experience for all who participated.

All of Sarah's parties were held over 2-
day weekends at MGDSHP in Coloma.

Each of Sarah's parties had a quilt pro-
ject, with block designs chosen to fit the theme
of that year's program. Miss Em created pat-
terns and specifications for the block that were
sent to interested people. Blocks were returned
to Miss Em from 5 states during the 6 years.
She pieced the blocks into the quilt for the

event. For the Party, costumed "pioneers"
quilted throughout the 2 days, providing a dem-
onstration day at the museum. Quilters and
block makers were entered in a drawing for the
quilt. Other quilt tops Miss Em pieced from the
extra blocks received. Names were drawn from

Sarah’s Quilting Party 1997, sample quilt for quilting. Owned by
Judi Bowers. Assembled by Miss Em Vigus.

a basket at the end of each event on Sunday
afternoon.

Carol coordinated and presented beauti-
ful exhibits to support the theme for each year.
Interpretive and first-person presentations were
on-going throughout the weekend with speak-
ers, films, and activities which gave participants
the opportunity to learn about issues and
events in women’s history. The focus changed
every year in order to examine a cross-section
of western women'’s lives- including women of
varied cultural, racial, and economic back-
grounds.

1996 - “California’s First Quilting Bee”

(Continued on page 7)
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A Long Way From Home

Crystal Y. Barber

So, what would you do if you were am-
bling along in a state park, and you came
across an animal that had absolutely no right
being there? In the case of some visitors to
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP last summer, that
is what happened when they encountered an
African Spurred Tortoise (Geochelone Sulcata),
also known as a Sulcata tortoise. Long lived
(up to 100 years estimated), these tortoises hail
from the southern edge of the Sahara desert in
North Africa and can grow to be 100 pounds.

Wouldn't it be interesting to know how
one of these critters ended up in Coloma? This
type of tortoise is easily acquired and is one of
the most commonly purchased tortoises in
North America but is notoriously difficult to care
for. Sadly, due to what | believe are lax regula-
tions and non-existence oversight of the exotic
animal trade, there are too many instances of
animal abandonment occurring in this spe-
cies. And because of their special needs for
habitats, temperature, and diet, there are few
places that can provide the necessary care to
keep such an animal in optimum condition.

When someone purchases a young Sul-
cata, they are getting an animal the size of a
small dinner plate. However, when that animal
grows to its full size (between 75-100 Ibs), it re-
quires a considerable amount of time, space,
energy and resources. What often happens, if
an individual is unable to find a suitable shelter

to adopt the animal (which happens more often
than not), is that many of these animals are
abandoned (i.e., “released in the wild”), where
they usually die of the elements or by being
preyed on by hungry carnivores larger than
themselves. | myself have found two three-toed
box turtles on various trails; this species is defi-
nitely not native to Northern California. I've
been given a third by a colleague whose grand-
son was keeping it in a terrarium but who real-
ized the turtle was very unhappy and needed to
be in an outdoor situation.

It is possible that some local person
owned and loved this tortoise, and it escaped.
Unfortunately, no one immediately claimed this
magnificent crea-
ture and it was
taken to El Dorado
County Animal
Shelter. If they are
lucky, they will be
able to find a suit-
able facility to pro-
vide a safe and
sound home for
this creature, be-
cause he (or she) is indeed, a long, long way
from home.

Ranger Eric Carter and the tortoise.

Update: This story has a happy ending...the tor-
toise was claimed by its owner and was not
abandoned.

Book Review

Reviewed by Cynthia Allen

THE GOLD DISCOVERY: James Marshall and the California Gold Rush By William C. Dillinger

Historic drawings, paintings, and photographs as well as pictures of Marshall Gold Discovery
Park in Coloma grace the contents of this book. Mr. Dillinger tells the story of the impact of James
Marshall’'s nugget in an easy to read narrative. Included are samples of letter sheets showing adver-
tisements that were used by miners to send home enticing words beckoning others to make the jour-
ney to the gold fields. The gated inside cover features artist Charles Nahl’s “Sunday Morning in the
Mines.” Thanks to a grant given by for the publishing of this exquisite book, the entire cost ($12.47)
goes to the Gold Discovery Park Association for the support of park educational programs. Remem-
ber that GDPA members can receive a 20% discount.
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Docent Training 2009/2010 —It's not too late to participate!

From the staff of Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park

Planning for 2010 Park activities and
special events is underway. The 162" anniver-
sary of the Gold Discovery is coming January
24™ and in October we’re looking at celebrating
James Marshall’s 200™ birthday.

The next event planning meeting for the
Gold Discovery Commemoration is scheduled
for Tuesday January 5™ at 1:00 at the Weller
House. The Park will be open on Sunday the
24™, but interpretation for the Gold Discovery
Day will be spread over the weekend of Janu-
ary 23" and 24",

We'd like to have planned interpretive
programs in our historic buildings, keeping the
carpenter’s cabin, Monroe, Thomas, Papini
houses, school house, and museum exhibits
open for the public from 10 - 4:00 on both days.

Please plan on volunteering for Gold Dis-
covery weekend. We are providing specific
house museum exhibit training for all interested
on Thursday, January 14" 6 - 8:00 and re-
peated on Saturday, January 16th 10 - 2:00.
Please come and offer your assistance to start
off the new decade with new energy and com-
mitment to preserve and interpret the exhibits

created by our past volunteers and staff.

Docent training classes are happening
this winter on the 2" Thursday and Saturday of
January, February, and March. Thursday
classes 6 - 8 pm and will be repeated the fol-
lowing Saturday from 10 -12 am, all starting in
the museum theater. The training dates are:
Jan. 14" and 16; February 11 and 13"; March
11 and 13"™. A make up class for November’s
class will be scheduled, so it's not too late to
have your friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers pick up applications in the museum
and attend this training, creating opportunities
to volunteer in the park.

We need all park volunteers to attend
one of the February Volunteer training classes,
February 11 or 13", to learn our interpretive
plan for 2010, to understand the park’s priorities
for this year, to receive mandatory new park in-
formation, and most importantly, to meet and
set up mentorship for our new volunteers.

Here’s hoping you all had a very happy
Christmas and an exciting, meaningful New
Year.

Voices From the Past (Continued)

(Continued from page 5)

Road to California block
1997 - “Common Threads”
1998 - “Adventures - Women in a Man's World”
1999 - “Healers and Humanitarians”

2000 - “Activists - Defenders of Civil Rights”

2001

“Visionaries - Writers, Artists, Performers”

Friendship Block
Contrary Wife Block
Signature Block

Temperance Block (Won by our own Paula
Michalski)

Reaching for the Stars Block

It was the most educational and exciting event | ever had the privilege of working in my many years

as docent in MGDSHP.

Carol is an awesome teacher....my mentor.
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Paper Dolls

Reviewed by Cynthia Allen

Paper dolls have been favorites of young
girls for centuries. Paper dolls were found in
the fashion centers of Vienna, Berlin, Paris, and
London as early as the mid-1700s. They were
used as entertainment for the socially elite. Pa-
per dolls have also been used in Japan since
900 A.D. for religious purposes.

In 1828 the American company
McLoughlin Brothers began printing paper dolls
on wooden engraved blocks and sold the sets
for five and ten cents. In the 1880s Peter G.
Thompson sold his sets for eight to fifteen
cents. During that decade Dennison Manufac-
turing Company introduced crepe paper for doll
costumes.

The November 1859 issue of Godey’s
Lady’s Book was the first to print the dolls and
their costumes in black and white for children to
color. Other magazines such as Good House-
keeping and McCall's followed suit. The Betsy
McCall doll was the model for fashions offered
by McCall's Patterns. In 1912 Woman’s Home
Companion began including stories with the
dolls. Many publications imitated this practice
and created well-loved dolls such as Kewpie,
Dottie Dimple, Shirley Temple, and Queen
Elizabeth II.

Paper dolls were used for advertising on

the packages for Pillsbury Flour, Baker’s
Chocolate, Singer sewing machines, Clark’s
threads, Fels Naphtha soap, and Carter’s chil-
dren’s clothing. Ford cars also offered dolls in
their ads. Newspapers produced paper dolls in
their editions making them affordable for many
families during the Great Depression.

The dolls have been a great way to
teach about fashions and history of by-gone
times. The Gold Rush Mercantile has a variety
priced from $1.50 to $7.50, such as:

American Pioneer Family
Amanda Goes West
Amanda’s New Life
Amanda’s Home on the Range
Godey’s Lady’s Book 1840-1854
Godey’s Fashions 1860-1879
Victorian Family
Victorian Children

Traditional Japanese Fashions

The early nineteenth century Penny
Wooden Doll, available in the mercantile, would
be fun to dress in the style of one of these pa-
per dolls.

Mother Nature vs. Christmas in Colome@ontinued)

(Continued from page 2)

Lyons and Russ Kurz in judging the vendors’ holiday decorations (hard work indeed!). However,
with some hot chocolate and some roasted chestnuts, provided by my boyfriend, Eric, the likes of
which I've never had before, | was ready to go to work. After two passes around the park, we identi-
fied two winners and the announcements were made by Fritz Erhardt in his best town-crier voice!
My work completed, | did some holiday shopping and visiting with the locals. Toward the end of the
afternoon, on our way back to the car, we happened upon the Monroe House and Pam Crause, one
of the docents, who took a few minutes out of her day to give us a wonderfully informative overview
of the Monroe family. What an amazing story! Just one more bit of the history of this amazing area.

Afterwards, we headed back down the hill to Folsom, happy to have been part of another
wonderful event hosted by Gold Discovery Park Association and the Marshall Gold Discovery State
Historic Park. Thanks to all for making our weekend something special!
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2010 Membership Drive

20% discount at the Gold Rush Mercantile
Free entry to the Gold Discovery Museum
Free parking at Park (except at special events)
Invitations to member-only events
Newsletters and updates

Seniors (62+) & students (under 18) receive
20% off memberships (except the VIPP level)

Amount Enclosed $

Your membership is 100% tax deductible.
Please return this form and your check to the
PO Box address located on the front of this form.

GDPA membership is tax deductible.
(not intended for commercial use or personal profit)

THANK YOU!

L
[P — i ————— —— k|
| |
| |

Welcome to the place where the : Count Me IN with the GDPA! :
spirit of California was born! : Name :

| |

Gold Discovery Park Association is proud to be : Address :
the cooperating nonprofit for MARSHALL GOLD |
DISCOVERY STATE HISTORIC PARK. | |
_ _ _ : Phone :

Your membership supports the interpretation and I
conservation of California history at the site where | Email I
the Gold Rush began. ' _ _ _ '

: Share your information with other members? :

| If yes, sign here I

Gold Discovery Park Association | |
P.O. Box 461 : Would you like to volunteer? :

Coloma, CA 95613 I List any special interests/hobbies/talents: I
530-622-6198 : :

Broderick House, 206 Bekeart Lane : Membership Levels :
broderickhouse@marshallgold.org | |
Sold Rush Mercanti : MGDSHP VIPP (show card) $ 20 |

old Rush Vercantile I Solo Miner $ 30 |
530-344-1895 : Miner's Family (2 Adults $ 50 :
www.marshallgold.org : & children under 18) :

I Bronze $ 125 I

| Silver $ 250 I

: : ' Gold $ 500 |

I | |

Membership has benefits! ! Benefactor $1000 |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

! ]

Your membership contribution supports a variety of projects, from small and quickly accom-
plished to huge and long term. Thank you for continuing to believe that Marshall Gold Discovery
State Historic Park deserves YOUR endorsement!

Note: A new membership level was added for our valued volunteers in the park.



DATES TO REMEMBER

SATURDAY JANUARY 9 BOARD OF DIRECTORS RETREAT - OFFSITE
SATURDAY JANUARY 9 HANDS ON HISTORY

THURSDAY JANUARY 14 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 6 TO 8 @ MUSEUM
SATURDAY JANUARY 16 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 10 TO 12 @ MUSEUM
SAT & SUN JANUARY 23 &24 GoLD DISCOVERY DAY CELEBRATION
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM

@ THE BRODERICK HOUSE

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 6 TO 8 @ MUSEUM
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13 VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 10 TO 12 @ MUSEUM
: SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13 HANDS ON HISTORY



