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 I would like to welcome our new park superintendent, Jeremy 
McReynolds. He has only been on board for a little over a month, but, I must 
say, I am impressed. He has worked with several other cooperating associa-
tions in the park system and brings a lot of experience to share with us. I’ve 
seen his cool, calm, “keep it simple”, attitude get some things done already 
and I am looking forward to working with him on a number of projects. Jere-
my and I agree that one of our top priorities is to build and strengthen the 
volunteer program.  

 Our volunteers are the heart and soul of Marshall Gold Discovery 
SHP, and this spring, more than ever, they have made a huge difference. 
Many have pitched in to help provide an open and beautiful park for local 
residents and visitors, including the waves of school children. Everywhere 
you look there is evidence of the contribution of people just doing what 
needs to be done and not expecting much in return. Volunteers are working 
behind the front desk at the museum, helping the maintenance crew with 
mowing and weed whacking, caring for the grounds and cemeteries, enter-
taining and educating the public, and working in the store.  

 When you visit the park, let the volunteers and park staff know how 
much they are appreciated. And, if you run into Jeremy, be sure to give him 
a warm welcome, too. 

Special thanks to these talented musicians and actors for their generous donation of time 
and talent for the first two 2010 Summer Performance Series.  

Rick Sims & Alan Fuller (May) - Period Music and the history behind it. Great entertain-
ment. We might be able to get them back for another performance. Watch for details. 

Rex Ruth (June) - As always, Rex brilliantly portrayed different times and events in Cap-
tain John Charles Fremont’s life. 

Thank you  
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Coloma Blacksmiths Nail “Marshall Gold” to the Post  

Mark Kochan 

The 2010 California Blacksmith Association 
(CBA) Spring Conference was held in Fern-
dale, CA. At the conference, blacksmiths 
from Marshall Gold Discovery SHP pro-
duced a decorative nail for the “nail post.” 
The nail was a collaborative effort, designed 
on the spot, with the familiar gold pan, pick, 
and shovel theme of the park.  

The purpose of the nail post? It provides a 
place for the participating CBA smiths to 
make their mark. Sort of a “Kilroy was here” 
autograph book/chronicle of who was at the 
event.  

The nail, created by Sue Craig, John John-
son, and shop lead Mark Kochan, was do-
nated to the permanent collection of the 
CBA. 

left to right: Sue Craig, John Johnson, and Mark Kochan. 

We all had a wonderful time at the volunteer 
luncheon. I just want to give thanks to the GDPA 
for being such gracious supporters of the volun-
teer program and appreciation event. Special 
thanks to Marjorie and Craig Sanborn for host-
ing our event on their lawn.  

The cooks from the Native Sons of the Golden 
West served a delicious lunch. Let’s not forget 
to say thanks to them as well. 

The special thank you and award gifts from the 
Gem Shop were donated by the GDPA.  The 
recipients of the awards are as follows: 

 

Kathy Grams Gibbs – New Volunteer of the Year 

Ed Allen – Interpreter of the Year 

Mark Kochan – Volunteer Lead of the Year 

Susan Okey – The Above and Beyond Award 

Mike Okey – Golden Poppy Award 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful time this year 
and hope to see you at next year’s volunteer ap-
preciation event. 

 

Thank you for your volunteer time in the park. 

Volunteer Appreciation  

Ranger Eric Carter, Volunteer Coordinator 



 

Beer Garden Reconstruction  
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As predicted in the last issue of The Golden 
Flakes, the beer garden looks very different than 
just a couple of months ago. The Native Sons of 
the Golden West tore down the old structure 
and rebuilt it entirely of cedar wood, indigenous 

to El Dorado County.  The wood was donated 
by Jeff Shirts, Jim Warnez provided the milling 
equipment, and was milled by Bill Arsenith and 
Dennis Aufenkamp. 

Above: the beer garden before reconstruction (by Lois Fortress);                           
Right: Native Sons of the Golden West working on the beer garden 
(by Mike Okey); Below: the Native Sons (by Mike Okey) 

(from left to right); Dennis Davis, Steve Ide, Cliff Pierce, Mike Okey, Russell Sharpe, Dennis Aufdenkamp, Bill El-
liott, Larry Morgan, Alex Harvey, Marshall Grines, and Jim Warness  (Picture by Mike Okey) 



 

Superintendent Report  
 

Jeremy McReynolds, Superintendent 
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Thank you all for the 
warm welcome to Mar-
shall Gold Discovery 
SHP.  It was great to ar-
rive at the park in the 
middle of the busy 
school season and 
spring growing sea-
son.   Every day is inter-
esting and I have met a 
lot of you who may be 
reading this and have 
walked through my door to make sure the new su-
perintendent is really here.  For those that I have 
not yet met, I would like introduce myself.  

I grew up in Santa Paula, California, going regular-
ly on family camping trips to Carpentaria State 
Beach and Anza Borrego Desert State Park.  It 
was almost by accident that I got my first job for 
State Parks.  When another summer job fell 
through, a college friend (who is now acting Su-
perintendent at Millerton Lake SRA) told me to ap-
ply at Pismo.   Once I started working for State 
Parks, I fell in love with parks and knew it was 
what I wanted as a career path.  I received a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Recreation Admin-
istration from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 1999.     

My state park career began as a seasonal park 
aide and volunteer at Pismo Beach for Oceano 

Dunes Off Road Vehicle Park in 1997.  I became a 
State Park Ranger and went to Southern Califor-
nia and worked at the beaches and campgrounds 
of Malibu.  I spent almost three years there and 
then worked at Peninsula Campground on Folsom 
Lake for another three.  I was promoted to Super-
vising Ranger at South Yuba River SP and Mala-
koff Diggins SHP four years ago.   I can honestly 
say I love my job and working with the visitors and 
volunteers.  The last thirteen years have been a 
constant adventure. 

I am married and have three children (all boys): 
six year old twins and a three year old.  I enjoy 
taking them on vacations, fishing, and camping 
trips.  I do have my hands full and it is never a dull 
moment around the house, as you could imag-
ine.    

Marshall Gold Discovery SHP is always in motion.  
Every day there are new challenges to the job at 
hand and lots of juggling behind the 
scenes.   Some of my goals are to increase the 
number of volunteers, preserve the historic struc-
tures we have, and work to build more community 
support for the park.   Above all, keep the park 
open!  This will be no easy task and I will need all 
of you to help me make Marshall Gold Discovery 
SHP the best it can be in these uncertain times for 
California State Parks. I look forward to meeting 
you and seeing you in the park.    

Two Remaining Summer Performance Series Performances  

Cemetery Players                           
July 17th                                                 

1:00 to 2:30 pm  &  4:00 to 5:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by our own local talent  

Native American Storytelling        
Aug 21st                                          

4:00 to 5:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

With Kimberly ShiningStar  

The Cemetery Players bring to life the 
stories of those who lived, died, and are 

buried in the cemeteries of  Coloma.  

Kimberly ShiningStar shares stories 
passed down from her ancestors and 

history of her people before and during 
the Gold Rush. 

A donation for admission and free park-
ing!  Come to the park and enjoy! 



 

Paint the Town Day – May 8, 2010 
 

Crystal Barber 

P A G E  5  

Well, the Sacramento Bee headline on Thursday, 
May 6th summed it up well: “Mormon volunteers 
tackle park cleanup projects.”  But it really didn’t 
do justice to what actually happened at the Mar-
shall Gold Discovery State Historic Park on that 
warm spring morning.   

On Saturday, May 8th, hundreds of volunteers 
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints descended on the park -- bright, early, and 
raring to go!  It was quite a sight, to be sure!  The 
Boyfriend and I stayed Friday night at the Bella 
Vista B&B up the hill from Coloma (nice!), so that 
we could get an early start, but we were not pre-
pared for what we found as we wound our way 
down Cold Springs Road and onto Highway 49 – 
everywhere we looked there were smiling faces 
above brightly colored vests, carrying ladders, 
holding paint brushes, unfolding drop cloths and 
taping windows.   

Our job was to provide sustenance to the workers, 
so we put it into high gear, filling water containers, 
washing apples, and loading the gator with the 
goods.   

First stop…the wagon shed!  By the time we got 
there, a good portion of the shed was already 
stained, and folks were ready for a cool drink of 
water.  We began getting calls on the radio for the 
other sites, also in need of refreshment, so off we 
headed.   

At every site, we were greeted by smiling, paint-
smudged workers of all shapes and sizes, who all 
seemed to be having the time of their life!  Then 
disaster struck – the gator wouldn’t start!  Heeding 
the garbled messages that came over the radio for 
“water, WATER,” we threw everything into the 

back of Tundy (the Boyfriend’s trusty vehicle) and 
in no time we were back in business!  Everyone 
was so grateful for what we were able to provide, 
but none were as grateful as we are for the work 
that was done that fine morning on our beautiful 
historic park.   

Many buildings were prepped, painted, and 
stained, much trash was picked up, many flower 
beds were weeded and bushes trimmed, and 
many cords of storm damaged oak were cut, split 
and stacked.  Several historic buildings were also 
cleaned extensively using special products de-
signed for old buildings.   

It was a huge endeavor, and one that will set an 
example for others interested in giving back to 
their community.  We are living in very difficult 
times, and money that was formerly allocated for 
routine maintenance in our state parks has been 
cut way back, if not deleted all together.  And 
while the Gold Discovery Park Association has 
resources to assist the park in various activities, it 
would have been impossible to fund such an ef-
fort.    

So we wish to 
say “thank you!” 
to those mem-
bers of the Mor-
mon Church who 
showed up, 
cleaned up, and 
hung around af-
terwards to enjoy 
the park and the fruits of their labor.  It was truly a 
gift to the park that will be appreciated by so many 
for a very long time!   
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Earlier this year, we disclosed an Auto Show on our events 
schedule.  As we delved into the initial planning, the Board 
concluded to have the event we envisioned required more 
lead and planning time. To kick off this planning effort, we will 
hold a multi-dimensional event.   
 
Titled Songs and Sedans, the event will celebrate the era of 
the 1930s. Entertainment will be provided by Grant Pyle and 
SwingSong, food by Beth Sogaard Catering, dessert by Sierra 
Rizing Bakery, and wine by local wineries. Tickets are $55, 
and may be obtained by contacting the GDPA office at       
530-622-6198.  

Get Ready for Songs and Sedans!  

Marjorie Sanborn 

Gold Rush Mercantile  

Margie Erhardt, Retail Operations Manager 

Many times in the last couple of weeks you 
couldn’t even get through the door of the Mer-
cantile. The children were all very happy going 
home with their interpretive toys of the Gold 
Rush, not to mention Gold. It was a sure pleas-
ure seeing their eyes light up and twinkle while 
they walked away holding their treasures to take 
home from their field trip to Coloma. I know what 
it felt like when the “World Rushed In!” 

New things are happening at the Mercantile. We 
have a great selection of wooden games for 
both children and adults. New items have been 
added representing the town during the 1800s. 
If books are your thing, come in and check out 
the many new titles added in the History of the 
Gold Rush area. Don’t forget the Women of the 
Gold Rush. 

I plan to be in the store most Mondays if you 
would like to come and visit. This would be a 
nice time to share your ideas. If you have a 

craft, sewing, quilting, lace making, woodwork-
ing, pottery, or jewelry item that you would like 
to sell, Mondays would be a good day to bring 
by a sample. 

I have an idea for  creating a docent area to sell 
items that are donated. Do you have too many  
tools, dishes, bonnets, or clothes that don’t fit 
anymore? Maybe you changed characters, or 
just are not into it anymore and would like to sell 
or donate something to the GDPA. Reproduc-
tions are fine. (You know what they say about 
ideas.) Let me know what you think? 

We still need help on the weekends for store 
coverage, both in the Mercantile and the mineral 
shop. Please call me at 530-344-1895 or email 
goldrush@marshallgold.org to sign up for a 
shift.          

Remember, it’s your store, too. Be a part of the 
park. It’s fun and so rewarding. 
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Cemetery Decorations  

Thank you, Kathleen Young for decorating 
the graves in our two cemeteries for Me-
morial Day.  
 
Kathleen cleaned and arranged donated 
silk flowers into small, brightly colored bou-
quets. Your donations were put to good 
use. We can always use more, though. If 
you have some silk flowers you would like 
to donate, please call the office at         
530-622-6198. 

Our inaugural opening of the Monroe Orchard 
Farmers Market was light on vendors, but well 
attended.  Participating vendors enjoyed their 
day tremendously, and reassured us they would 
return!  Music was provided by Matt Semonsen, 
founder of the American River Music Festival 
(www.americanrivermusicfestival.org/festival.php).  

Special discounted tickets for the festival were – 
and will be - offered for sale.  This is a great 
benefit, and we urge you to take advantage of 
all this festival has to offer! 

GDPA organized this Market to:  
�x�� Create a new income opportunity for area 
growers and craftspeople; 

�x�� Offer consumers high-quality farm-fresh 
products and local craft work and unique      
products at a convenient location; 
�x�� Strengthen community ties. 
We expect the size of the Market to continue to 
expand, with weekly additional offerings.   

Vendor information can be found online at     
marshallgold.org, or please call the GDPA office 
at 530-622-6198. 

 

Monroe Orchard Farmer’s Market  

Marjorie Sanborn 

Join us Sunday mornings in the 
North Beach parking lot,  from  

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  



 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
SUNDAYS through mid October - MONROE ORCHARD FARMERS MARKET, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm  
 
SATURDAY July 10 th - HANDS ON HISTORY 
 
SATURDAY July 10 th  -  SONGS & SEDANS 
 
SATURDAY July 17 th - SUMMER PERFORMANCE SERIES, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM & 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Cemetery Players - FREE PARKING and a donation for Admission  
 
TUESDAY July 20 th  - BD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM @ THE BRODERICK HOUSE  
 
SATURDAY August 14 th  - HANDS ON HISTORY 
 
TUESDAY August 17 th  - BD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM @ THE BRODERICK HOUSE  
 
SATURDAY August 21 st  - SUMMER PERFORMANCE SERIES, 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Kimberly ShiningStar - FREE PARKING and a donation for Admission  
 
SATURDAY September 11 th  - HANDS ON HISTORY 
 
FRIDAY  September 10 th - QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE  
 
TUESDAY September 21 st - BD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 5:30 PM @ THE BRODERICK HOUSE  


